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Tony Flynn, Meter Reader with NL Hydro in the field in coastal Labrador.

Employee Profile – Meter Reader Tony Flynn
THe job oF MeTeR ReadeR is a 
diveRse oNe, wHicH coMes wiTH 
peRks – aNd cHaLLeNges!

Tony Flynn has been working for 
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro for  
13 years. He started as a Diesel Plant 
Operator in 2001 in L’Anse au Loup and  
in 2003 decided to add Meter Reader to 
his resume.  

Working on the south coast of Labrador, 
Tony gets to see much of the beauty that 
our province has to offer, but it can be a 
challenge when a typical Labrador winter 
day can bring messy weather.

“I spend my days walking – I have about 
600 houses on my route, which adds up 
to about 15 hours of walking each week,” 
says Flynn. “The best part of my job is 
getting outdoors, getting fresh air and 
exercise. In the summer months, it’s a 
really nice perk of the job. But it can be 
difficult in the winter.”

Tony reads meters in L’Anse au Loup, 
Capstan Island, West St. Modest, Pinware 
and Red Bay. “In one day I might see three 
different types of weather.”

People and relationships are one of the 
things that gets Tony excited about 
walking his routes, regardless of the 
weather. The relationships that he has 
formed with his customers is one of the 
greatest rewards of meter reading. 

“I think I know every single person on  
my route,” Tony says with a smile. “I’m  
on a first name basis with many of  
my customers.”

If there was one thing he’d want people 
to know about the job it’s that it can be 
quite dangerous at times.

“There are some simple things that 
people can do, to help me and my 
colleagues feel safer when we are  
reading meters,” explained Tony.

Simple things like leaves on the  
ground or a light covering of snow  
can lead to hazards. “Snow and leaves  

can cover debris, construction  
materials, or other items, creating a 
dangerous area to walk,” says Tony. 
“Customers usually understand that a 
heavy dump of snow can make it  
difficult to read the meter, but they may 

not realize some of the small things that 
are also dangerous.”

Dogs can also be an issue. “Most dogs are 
very friendly, but you just never know. So 
if there is a dog outside the home, on the 
property, we won’t enter to read the 
meter,” explains Tony.

Tony’s job, although challenging, is 
rewarding and diverse; and affords  
him lots of flexibility. He uses that 
flexibility to spend time with his family  
– his wife Denise, son Marcus and 
daughter Nicole. 
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“I think I know every single person on my route, I’m 
on a first name basis with many of my customers.” 

Tony Flynn, Meter Reader, NL Hydro


