
often means that ferries can’t run and planes can’t fly. It can 
isolate us from one another. And, because of our remote 
location, we can’t always call on crews from other regions to 
come and assist.

What hours do you work?

Working late at night or early morning is all part of the job. 
We’re out in all sorts of conditions, at all hours, trying to 
pinpoint the problem. But our lines are well-maintained. 
Over the last few years, we’ve had new transformers, new 
poles, and heavier wire installed. That’s making a difference 
in terms of reliability.

What’s the one thing you wished 
people knew about your job?

It takes time to restore power because there are unique 
safety considerations when you’re working with electricity. 
In fact, more often than not, the preparation takes longer 
than the work we’re going to do on the equipment. But 
those processes are in place for good reason – it’s for our 
safety.

Have you ever encountered anything 
unusual on the job?

A few years back, we had a major ice storm. Helicopters 
carried in poles to replace damaged ones, and extra crews 
flew in to help. We even had a black bear on top of a pole – 
you don’t see that every day.

BLAKE
LINE WORKER

How long have you been a line worker?
 
I started with Hydro in 2006. The work is rewarding and 
challenging. You get to work outdoors a lot, and there’s variety 
because you don’t always know what you’ll be doing – you 
might be on a snowmobile, up in a plane, or travelling to other 
communities. 

What territory do you cover?

The main area is from the Quebec border up to Red Bay along the 
Labrador Straits. But I’m also responsible for Mary’s Harbour, Port 
Hope Simpson, St. Lewis, Charlottetown and area. Geographically, 
it’s quite a big area – over 350 km worth of territory.

What’s a typical trouble call for you?

Usually, it’s a transformer that’s given out, or a blown fuse, 
and we could have several houses without power or entire 
communities out. Weather is often the culprit. Freezing rain, high 
winds, and extreme cold can affect lines and poles. Safety is 
the first thing on our minds, but we always try our best to bring 
power back for customers as quickly as we can, especially when 
temperatures are so cold. 

What sorts of challenges do you face in 
your work?

The weather is a big one, and working outside when it’s really 
cold and dark. Travel constraints are a pretty common problem 
too. Weather conditions close roads in and out of communities, 
so access is often a challenge. We’ve got a small crew covering 
communities spread over a fairly large area. Stormy weather 

Blake Barney is no stranger to harsh 
conditions or vast geography.  
Or black bears on poles.


